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Enrique Escallon called the conference call meeting to order.

1. Minutes of the September 19, 2007 and September 20, 2007 Meetings of the Executive Committee

The minutes of the September 19th Executive Committee meeting were before the committee.  The minutes of the September 20th meeting of the Executive Committee meeting were not included in the meeting materials and, therefore, could not be reviewed.  These minutes will be provided to the committee members for the December Executive Committee meeting.  There were no corrections or revisions to the September 19, 2007 minutes.

Jacquelyn Needelman moved to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2007 meeting.  Susan Gold seconded the motion and it was approved.

2. Consideration of Request to Waive the Consultant Fee Cap for Bobby Silverstein for Partners in Policy Making

Enrique Escallon explained that Bobby Silverstein has presented to the Partners in Policy Making Legislative Session class in the past.  His fee is $1,500 which exceeds the $1,000 consultant fee cap.  There is a request to waive the consultant fee cap and pay him the $1,500 requested.
Nila Benito moved to waive the consultant fee cap and pay Bobby Silverstien $1,500 for the Partners in Policy Making Legislative session. Jacquelyn Needelman seconded the motion and it was approved.
3. Consideration of Council Recommendation of a Study Topic to the Florida Housing Study Commission

The Community Living/Service Coordination Task Force recommended that the Executive Committee approve submitting to the Florida Housing Study Commission a study topic of examining models for homeownership for persons with developmental disabilities, as described in the Study Topic Request provided to committee members.  Each year the Commission studies a new housing topic and prepares a report to the Governor.  Some of the Executive Committee members were concerned that the particular models identified in the paper were group home types of settings.  Instead, the study should be promoting homeownership based on the advice of national experts and there should be an emphasis on the housing being affordable and accessible.  The Committee members decided that a conference call needed to be arranged with Jay Kline regarding possible options from which the task force would determine a recommended study topic for next year.
4. Consideration of Higher Payment for Public Policy Coordinator Cell Phone for October
It was explained that the Executive Committee had approved to increase the cell phone reimbursement for the Public Policy Coordinator to $100.00 for March and April (during legislative session) at an earlier meeting.  The Public Policy Coordinator’s cell phone bill for October was over $100.00 more than previous months due to travel, council meeting and special session.  It was recommended that the Council pay $100.00 toward the Public Policy Coordinator’s cell phone bill for October.  Nila Benito requested that a copy of the bill be provided to her for review.

Karen Clay moved to approve paying $100.00 on the cell phone bill for the Public Policy Coordinator for October.  Jacquelyn Needelman seconded the motion and it was approved.  Nila Benito abstained.

5. Other

· Debra Dowds explained that the Legislative consultant contract was due for a renewal and Smith and Ballard would be submitting a continuation application for review.  The policies for PP&E approval for all projects did not contemplate committee initiatives, which historically were not been approved by PP&E.  The plan was for PPAC to review the continuation application and then for full council to approve (and not be reviewed by PP&E).  The Executive Committee members agreed that PPAC would review and not PP&E.  It was noted that PPAC should ensure that the council legislative consultant not represent another entity that conflicts with the principals of the council.

· Debra Dowds noted that the By-Laws stipulate that the Executive Committee is responsible for conducting a self-evaluation and that PP&E is to assist the Executive Committee with this self-evaluation.  Ms. Dowds recommended that the Executive Committee ask the PP&E to conduct a self –evaluation.  It was noted that the council retreat which had been discussed at the last Executive Committee meeting would likely encompass such a self-evaluation.  The Committee members asked that cost predictions be developed for a council retreat, both as a separate retreat and as an add on to the council meeting for the December meeting.  Also, Emma Van Klift had been contacted but a proposal needed to be obtained from her for consideration for the December meeting.  This proposal should include whether or not a council self-evaluation would be a part of this retreat.
The conference call was adjourned.
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