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Susan Gold called the meeting to order at 12:15pm

I. Minutes

MOTION:

Terry Millican made a motion to approve the minutes, Judy Birnie seconded the motion; the motion carried.

II.  FINANCE REPORT – Lisa Taylor, CPA, CFO

Lisa Taylor gave a brief description of the budget and Finance committee action items.  

     




Action Items

Approved the use of 2006 Unmet Needs funds to cover the $27,664 overage for the 2006 Partners in Policymaking budget.

Approved the distribution of $60,000 to each of the Task Forces from the 2007 Unmet Needs funds.  This will leave a reserve of approximately $24,000 in 2007 Unmet Needs.

Discussed the status of Obligations and Liquidations of Funds.  Approved an extension for the Employment Task Force to commit and obligate $4,717 of 2006 task force funds and obligate $89,219 2007 task force funds to the June 2007 meeting with the stipulation that the task force develop a contingency plan be developed for the use of the funds.  Approved an extension of time for all task forces to obligate 2006 task force funds until the June 2007 meeting. 

III. New Business

Projects Approved

Dr. Gold informed the PP&E committee members of two (2) projects approved by the Executive Committee on the January 29, 2007, interim Executive Committee conference call

Partners in Transition (PIT) 2007 Summit was approved for $205,000

Printing of the CDC plus guidebook was approved for $ 10,000

Role of PP&E

Dr. Gold led the beginning of, a series of, discussions on the Role of PP&E.  As part of the discussion an excerpt of the By-Laws relating to PP&E were reviewed by the committee members.  The following questions were presented to the committee members for their consideration in discussion of 

Are we doing what we are supposed to do?

Do the By-Laws reflect what we are doing?

How do we better match what we are actually doing with the By-Laws?

How are we implementing and moving the state plan forward?

Are there other requirements relative to funding that we are not doing?

Evaluation component of Council projects:

What recommendations to the task force of what PP&E needs, to evaluate projects

Impact statement on projects 

What impacts are the projects making?

 Suggestions and recommendations proposed by committee members include:

Consider how projects can impact on systems change and project longevity through sustainability efforts

Embed third party evaluation into projects requesting funding for project continuation (clarification was made that not all projects will need a third party evaluation)

Contract a third party to evaluate all FDDC projects including project impacts

Each task force to look at how to evaluate projects  and build in an accountability component

IV. PROJECTS:


Child Development and Education (CD/ED) 

Project 1- Documentary DVD of Discovery Process

Brief Description: This project would allow the development of a documentary DVD of the Discovery Process in Martin County.  The DVD will enhance the marketing efforts by informing parents, staff, and worksite supervisors about the benefits of the Discovery Process.  It will also promote ongoing partnerships with community employment and service agencies and involve parents and families of participating students. The requested amount is $50,000.

STIPULATIONS:  

Parental consent from students participating in the video

DVD to be reviewed by FDDC’s communication committee

MOTION: 


Betsy Farmer made a motion to approve the project with the stipulations. Ann Smith seconded the motion; motion carried.

Project 2- Increasing the awareness to Inclusive Post-Secondary Experiences

Brief Description: This project will encompass conducting a comprehensive research and analysis of current post-secondary opportunities for students with disabilities, particularly those who have earned or are working toward a special diploma.  Following the research and analysis, it is anticipated that four workgroups of up to 30 stakeholders to develop a statewide action plan, recommendations and implementation for achieving inclusive post-secondary opportunities at community colleges and baccalaureate-degree –granting institutions for students with developmental disabilities in Florida, with an emphasis on those graduates with special diplomas. The requested amount is 60,800

STIPULATION:

Include a liaison from Department of Education on advisory committee

MOTION: 


Judy Birnie made a motion to approve the project with the Stipulation; Charmange Thometz seconded the motion; motion carried.

Project 3-  FDDC Position paper on Universal Education

Brief Description: CD/ED Task Force has developed a position paper on Universal Education (also known as inclusive education) to clarify and publish the Council’s beliefs pertaining to inclusion of students with disabilities in the education process. Funds are needed to translate the draft into Standard Spanish as well as Braille, and have it printed in both languages for broad dissemination.  The requested amount is $5,000.

MOTION:


Terry Millican motioned to approve the project; Enrique Escallon seconded the motion, the motion carried.

Project 4- Partners in Transition Training and Technical Assistance Coordination (PIT/TA)

Brief Description:  The Division of Applied Research and Educational Support and their UCEDD through the University of South Florida propose to continue provide training and technical assistance to PIT Leadership teams that have participated in the 2005 & 2006 PIT Summits as well as support new and existing teams in preparing for the 2007 PIT Summit.  Additionally, recruitment efforts will be made to all districts/regions that have not participated in any of or the 2006 PIT Summit.  The PIT website will also be updated to contain team information, Summit information, announcements and project related resources and training materials.  The requested amount is $130,951

STIPULATIONS:


For CD/ED task force and provider to develop criteria to identify and select representation on each leadership team of at least 3 family members/students with developmental disabilities.

Inform Council members of PIT-TA formal meetings with leadership team, as well as, trainings offered by PIT-TA.

MOTION:


Charmange Thometz made the motion to approve this project with the stipulations.  Betsy Farmer seconded the motion; motion carried.

Community Living/Support Coordination  (CL/SC)

Project 1-Distribution of 3rd Edition of Planning Ahead (English and Spanish)

Brief Description: There are approximately two hundred (200) boxes of Planning Ahead Guides that remain to be distributed. This estimated amount includes the English copies as well as the Spanish copies. The Council office is not equipped with enough space to store this number of boxes. If approved, the current provider will continue to store the Planning Ahead Guidebooks.  The provider will also continue to gather, package and mail all orders of the guidebook that are received by the Council.  The requested amount is $10,000

MOTION: 

Enrique Escallon moved to approve this project. Lilly Rangel-Diaz seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Project 2- Improving Access to Transportation for Individuals with Disabilities

Brief Description:  This transportation project will consist of finding one organization that is interested in developing a pilot project that will focus on increasing and improving access to transportation services by using vouchers. Because of the amount of available funding, the pilot project will be limited in scope and will be targeted to benefit a select population. The Council will encourage the use of non-traditional ideas and/or recommendations that can be used to deliver transportation services to people with disabilities.  The requested amount is $90,000.

STIPULATION:

The statement of work to include the option to use the voucher to lease a vehicle.

MOTION:


Enrique Escallon made a motion to approve the project. Terry Millican seconded the motion; the motion carried.

Employment

Project 1-  Project SEARCH High School Transition – Statewide Coordinator

Brief Description: This request will fund a coordinator for Project SEARCH.  This position will be responsible for providing support to the pilot sites in the first year specifically related to developing their required community business partners.  This individual will be required to have a high level of marketing skills and to understand the hospital business culture.  The position will be responsible for identifying potential positions within the hospital/business for the high school students participating in the program and conducting in depth job analyses on the positions.  The position will also be responsible for cultivating other important community partnerships to the program and to begin networking/marketing for program expansion for year-2 of the project.  The Project SEARCH Director (Erin Riehle) will assist the FDDC in developing a job description for coordinator. The requested amount is $120,000.

MOTION:    


Charmange Thometz made a motion to approve the project, Terry Millican seconded the motion; the motion carried.

Health Care/Prevention   (HC/P)

Project 1-Pilot Project on Psychoactive Medication Management 

Brief Description: The funding for this project would allow for continued study to determine if a nurse case management intervention can reduce side effects and improve the health of persons with developmental disabilities.  The requested amount is $153,491

STIPULATION:

For the provider to work with the physician practice to inform and educate the practice about appropriate pharmaceutical management for individuals with developmental disabilities and mental health conditions 

MOTION:


Phyllis Sloyer made a motion to approve the project with the noted stipulations, Ann Smith seconded the motion; Lilly Rangel-Diaz opposed the motion; the motion carried.

Special Projects

Project 1-Youth Leadership Forum

Brief Description:  The Able Trust will host the eighth annual Florida Youth Leadership Forum from July 18-22, 2007, in Tallahassee, Florida. At least 50 current high school sophomores and juniors who have disabilities will be selected as delegates for the forum; at least 15 of those will be students with developmental disabilities. The YLF is designed to bring together young people with disabilities with leadership potential and help prepare them for the future. By serving as delegates from their communities at a four-day event in Tallahassee, students with disabilities cultivate leadership, citizenship and social skills.  The requested amount is $40,000.

STIPULATION:

Provider to send a letter to past participants of the YLF for consent to be included on FDDC’s legislative database system and to be contacted for legislative issues.

MOTION:


Judy Birnie made a motion to approve the project with the noted stipulations, Enrique Escallon seconded the motion; motion carried.

Project 2- Florida Association of Persons in Supported Employment (APSE) Annual Conference

Brief Description:  This project will provide funding for at least 20 individuals with developmental disabilities to attend the 9th Annual APSE Conference in the Fall of 2007.  The APSE Conference is an opportunity for people with disabilities, family members, support providers, and employers to learn more about employment practices that work and strategies to overcome barriers that exist in obtaining employment.  The requested amount is $10,000.

MOTION:        

Judy Birnie made a motion to approve the project, seconded the motion; Pam Hinterlong abstained from voting; the motion carried.

Project 3- Inclusion Summit Expenses

Brief Description:  The Inclusion Summit planning committee is requesting additional funds for summit expenses as a result of an increased number of potential participants that will be invited to attend the Summit.  Initially, 80 participants were anticipated, this number has increased to 122 participants. In anticipation of the expense associated with these additional participants, the request is for up to $25,000 in unmet needs funds for direct summit expenses.

MOTION:



Charmange Thometz made a motion to approve the request; Pam Hinterlong seconded the motion; motion carried.

OTHER ITEMS:

Allison Cruz-Mitchell informed the committee members of the updated State Plan Tracking Form. The tracking form identifies the alignment between Council initiatives and FDDC’s 5-year state plan goals and objectives.  The updated state plan tracking form will be updated for each Quarterly Council meeting. 

Allison Cruz-Mitchell led the discussion for an introduction to the DD Suite, database software designed for the data management needs of the Council.  The DD Suite offers a central repository of data collection and sharing, so as to generate a variety of data specific reports as well as contract management. 

MOTION:     

Pam Hinterlong made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Judy Birnie seconded the motion.  With no further business, the committee meeting adjourned at 3:15pm.

