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I. Call to order
Susan Gold called to order the meeting of the PP&E Committee at 12:10pm
II. Approval of minutes from last meeting
Kathy Henderson made a motion to approve the minutes, Charm Thometz seconded the motion; the motion was carried.

III. Open issues

FINANCE REPORT – Lisa Taylor, CPA, CFO
Lisa Taylor gave a brief description of the budget and Finance committee action items.  

The following are some of the action items pertinent to PP&E (Additional information is available in the Finance Committee meeting minutes):
1. Approved a change in the line item criteria to require two (2) task forces (instead of one) to approve a line item.
2. Allow the Finance Committee to determine whether the unused administration and committee funds transfer to Unmet Needs or whether the funds will be distributed to the Task Forces.
3. Recommendations to PP&E:
a. Have Employment fund the Supported Competitive Integrated Employment Training Team (SCIETT) project from task force funds

b. Have CL/SC fund the Florida Youth Council form Task Force funds

c. Have Inclusion Summit (anticipated) follow up projects funded from Task Force budgets

d. Approve projects with the stipulation that funding is pending availability of Council funds

e. Have task forces divide the cost of cross cutting project requests.
IV. New business

Stakeholder Focus Groups 

The annual report to the federal government requires for the Council to report on the impact of Council’s initiatives by gathering information from stakeholder focus groups.  As such, the PP&E committee members approved the organization of a work group to discuss how to proceed with the focus groups and consider overall evaluation of Council projects.  The work group members are comprised of:  Besty Farmer, Nila Benito, Susan Gold, Shirley Kervin, and Council staff (Lisa, Debra and Allison).  A conference call will be scheduled for the work group to begin discussions and make recommendations to PP&E.
V. Projects:
Child Development and Education (CD/ED)

Project 1 - Social Inclusion Project Workgroup

Brief Description:  A workgroup of CD/ED Task Force members, SIP Coordinator, SIP contract liaison from BESS, SIP site coordinators and FDDC staff will meet to examine barriers and develop suggestions on how school districts may be more successful in building sustainability into their social inclusion programs, funded initially through the Social Inclusion Project. The SIP Retrospective Study final report will guide the group’s starting point, supplemented by information provided by the new SIP Coordinator who has had opportunity to gather first hand information from the field.  The requested amount is $7,000.

MOTION:

Kathy Henderson made a motion to approve the project and Betsy Farmer seconded the motion; motion carried.

Child Development and Education (CD/ED)

Project 2 - Printing, CDs, Storage and Distribution for Sexuality Across the Lifespan Curriculum

Brief Description:  The Sexuality Across the Lifespan curriculum is newly designed and translated into Standard Spanish. Funds are needed to publish paper copies and CDs in 4 different formats: For Parents/Caregivers – English; Parent/Caregivers – Spanish; Educator – English; Educator – Spanish. The requested amount is $40,000.

MOTION:

Charm Thometz made a motion to approve the project and Betsy Farmer seconded the motion; motion carried.
Child Development and Education (CD/ED)

Project 3 - You Make A Difference

Brief Description:  CD/ED Task Force has developed a position paper on Universal Education (also known as inclusive education) to clarify and publish the Council’s beliefs pertaining to inclusion of students with disabilities in the education process. Fund are needed to translate the draft into Standard Spanish as well as Braille, and have it printed in both languages for broad dissemination.  The requested amount is $40,000.

MOTION:

Betsy Farmer made a motion to approve the project  and Kathy Henderson seconded the motion; motion carried.

Child Development and Education (CD/ED)

Project 4 - Martin County
Brief Description:  The goal of the Martin County School District Department of Vocational Adult and Community Education, in collaboration with Helping People Succeed, Inc. (HPS), is to expedite students’ movement through transition services, thus reducing the need for state funded job coaching and other employment related services. To accomplish this systemic change, the project will offer additional workshops to train personnel to implement the Discovery process within the school system.  The requested amount is $122,660.

STIPULATIONS:

1. Approve the continuation of the project for up to $100,000

2. Provider to continue to work with the ten (10) students from the first  year

3. Not to enroll additional students in year two of the project

4. Task force to re-negotiate with the provider on the amount of the project

5. Halt the Discovery DVD production until further direction from the task force

6. Task force to discuss an independent evaluation of the Martin County – Career Preparation and Work Based Learning- project

7. Provider to incorporate recommendations from the independent evaluation based on task force approval.
MOTION:

Kathy Henderson made a motion to approve the project with the noted stipulations, Christopher Drummond seconded the motion; motion carried.

Community Living/Support Coordination (CL/SC)

Project 1 - Transportation Voucher Pilot Project

Brief Description:  This transportation project will consist of finding one organization that is interested in developing a pilot project that will focus on increasing and improving access to transportation services by using vouchers. Because of the amount of available funding, the pilot project will be limited in scope and will be targeted to benefit a select population. The Council will encourage the use of non-traditional ideas and/or recommendations that can be used to deliver transportation services to people with disabilities. The selected provider will have approximately one year to plan and implement a grassroots project that will increase and/or improve access to transportation for individuals with disabilities in their community. It is anticipated that this will be a three year project (years two and three would be continued implementation and/or expansion).  The requested amount is $30,000 (Project Total: $120,000 if current request is approved).

STIPULATIONS:

1. The RFP to request that the proposals contain a description of the proposed transportation model to be implemented
2. Project to collect pre & post data on transportation services- (data that could be used to demonstrate to legislators the benefits of utilizing a transportation voucher system)
MOTION:

Betsy Farmer made a motion to approve the project with the noted stipulations, Kathy Henderson seconded the motion; motion carried.

Community Living/Support Coordination (CL/SC)

Project 2 - Transportation Guidebook Project

Brief Description:  The primary purpose of this project is to educate people with developmental disabilities and their families on best practices and strategies to access public transportation. This will be accomplished through the development of a training guidebook for individuals with disabilities who are interested in utilizing public transportation systems in their communities. The selected provider will work with the CL/SC Task Force to plan and develop a comprehensive training guide that can be used by people with disabilities and their families as a tool to effectively identify and utilize public transportation services in their communities.  The requested amount is $60,000 (Project Total: $110,000 if current request is approved).

STIPULATIONS:

1. Include cross-county collaboration on linking access to transportation systems (linking the access of a transportation system in one county to the transportation system of another county)
The recommendation was made to include Christopher Drummond on the project’s advisory committee
MOTION:

Nila Benito made a motion to approve the project with the noted stipulations, Christopher Drummond seconded the motion; motion carried.

Community Living/Support Coordination (CL/SC)

Project 3 - Self Advocacy Needs Assessment for Grassroots Campaign

Brief Description:  This is a current project funded with unmet needs dollars.  The project has been extended for an additional month resulting in a request for additional funds to pay for salary expenses. The requested amount is $4,230.

MOTION:

Christopher Drummond made a motion to approve the project Kathy Henderson seconded the motion; motion carried.

Community Living/Support Coordination (CL/SC)

Project 3 - Self Advocacy Grassroots Campaign
Brief Description:  This request for continuation of the Self-Advocacy Grassroots Campaign.  During the second year of the project a total of five (5) additional pilot sites will be selected, trained, and added to the current grassroots movement.  All sites will receive training from the Training Institute in Syracuse, New York and site specific consultation and technical assistance through quarterly visits conducted by project staff.

The emphasis in this project is on building self advocacy groups on a grassroots level with a statewide perspective being the product of a viable and sustainable local group structure.  A unique aspect of this project is the $4,000 grant that will be awarded to each group to support start up expenses.  As a result, new groups will be able to focus their attention during the formative development period on their group organizational, training, and participation needs versus the distraction of fund raising which can absorb significant time and energy.  The requested amount is $99,854.

MOTION:

Nila Benito made a motion to table the approval of this project until the September 2007 Council meeting (when the Council will have a more definitive status of the budgets) Christopher Drummond seconded the motion; motion carried.
Additionally, in the discussion of PP&E members for the continuation of this project the following recommendations were made:

1 the task force and provider discuss how to merge the Florida Youth Council initiative with this project
2 build capacity and sustainability within Florida by having the provider train individuals and/or entities in Florida to provide technical assistance and supports to the self-advocacy pilot sites
Employment 

Project 1 - Student’s Website on Employment and Transition

Brief Description:  This project is a continuation of a project that created a Florida specific web portal for youths with disabilities, their families, and service providers on information about transition and employment. The website is at an easy to recall Uniform Resource Locator (URL), fyitransition.org, and the URL for fyitransition.com and .net also point to this site.

The web-site now consists of a visually pleasing welcome homepage that identifies the web-site and contains links to each of three information modules targeted to a specific transition stakeholder: students with disabilities; families and other interested individuals; and service providers. Each module provides both information and links to resources that includes both state and national resources, as well as, mini-courses and other content.  The requested amount is $151,364.

MOTION:

Pam Hinterlong made a motion to approve the project with the noted stipulations, Kathy Henderson seconded the motion; motion carried.

Employment 

Project 2 - Employment First Workgroup

Brief Description:  This request is fund  the Employment 1st Workgroup meetings.  This planning group consists of Council Members, state agencies, private entities, and staff.  The planning group held its’ first face to face meeting on May 16th from 10:30am to 3:30pm.  The purpose of the meeting was to share and craft ideas regarding the transition of individuals from ADT’s to customized employment and prevention of individuals from ADT’s.  From this meeting it was determined that further data and resources was needed a second meeting has been scheduled for July 19th to discuss and compile data.  The requested amount is $10,000.

MOTION:

Kathy Henderson made a motion to approve the project, Pam Hinterlong seconded the motion; motion carried.

Health Care 

Project 1 - Health Care Transition DVD

Brief Description:  The current English-language and Spanish-language versions Health Care Transition Web site provides learners with 17 different health care transition-related narrated presentations, a video introduction; and two “instructional” videos (Jim’s Story; and College and Beyond).  The proposed activity involves making updated core web site content (text, presentations, introductory video and instructional videos) accessible to families who may not have a computer that is linked to the Web, but do have a DVD player.  The DVD version of the HCT Training will be easier and more convenient to access and navigate.  While the HCT Web sites were designed to be accessible to those with dial-up and DSL access to the Internet, download rate for those with these lower cost types of connections is significantly less than for those with high-speed connections.  The contractor will also develop a promotional brochure about the DVD and website as well as a news release.  The requested amount is $54,764.

STIPULATIONS:

1. Include closed-caption on DVD

2. Material on DVD is material developed for the Council
MOTION:

Shirley Kervin made a motion to approve the project with the noted stipulations, Kathy Henderson seconded the motion; motion carried.

Health Care

Project 2 - Healthcare Transition Strategic Planning Initiative

Brief Description:    The purpose of this project would serve to produce a statewide health care strategic plan as the next step following the Blue Ribbon Task Force in developing transition planning for individuals with developmental disabilities.  The requested amount is $ 123,625
MOTION:

Charm Thometz  made a motion to approve the project, Kathy Henderson seconded the motion; motion carried.

Special Projects 

Project 1 - Legislative Public Relations/Media Consultants

Brief Description:    A public relations/media consultation firm with expertise in “earned media” will provide assistance and support to the Council to increase and enhance understanding of issues affecting individuals with developmental disabilities and their families. The firm will provide media outreach, support services to the Communication Director and Public Policy Coordinator, and support and media exposure to local grass roots advocacy efforts. The firm will develop, implement, and promote two to four developmental disability-related legislative issues and develop grass roots advocacy relative to the selected legislative issues. The selected issues will include, at a minimum, increased funding for the Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) to eliminate 2007 service reductions and to serve individuals now on the waiting list. The requested amount is $50,000 - $100,000.

MOTION:

Kathy Henderson  made a motion to approve the project with the noted recommendations, Nila Benito seconded the motion; motion carried.

Special Projects 

Project 2 - Study of 2007 Legislative Service Reductions

Brief Description:    The purpose of this study will be to examine the effects of the 2007 legislative waiver service reductions on the lives of individuals with developmental disabilities and their families. This study will focus on those service reductions that are implemented early in the new fiscal year (beginning July 1). Included in the study will be an assessment of the number of individuals affected by the 2007 service limitations and the impact on those individuals and their families of the loss of supports and services. A more in-depth examination will be made of a statistically significant sample of individuals affected by the service cuts to detail the effects of service reductions. The requested amount is $150,000.

Recommendations:

1. To include twenty (20) Partners in Policy making  graduates to assist with this project to be of a geographic representation of the state

2. Partners in Policy making graduates to be cultural and linguistically sensitive and diverse

MOTION:

Kathy Henderson made a motion to approve the project with the noted recommendations, Nila Benito seconded the motion; motion carried.

Special Projects 

Project 3 - Florida Youth Council

Brief Description:    This is a request to allow the use of the FYC meeting  funds to be used for FYC members to participate in the self-determination training provided by the Training Institute in Syracuse New York as part of the Self- Advocacy Grassroots Campaign project funded by the Council.  
RECOMMENDATION:  Members of the PP&E Committee recommended for the CL/SC task force to discuss the Florida Youth Council initiative and how this project could be combined with the Self-Advocacy Grassroots Campaign
OTHER ITEMS:
DD Suite Information

Allison Cruz-Mitchell provided a very rough draft of a programmatic report from the DD Suite (a data management database) for the committees review.

State Plan Tracking Form

Allison Cruz-Mitchell provided an update state plan tracking form for the committee’s review. 
VI. Adjournment

Kathy Henderson made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Christopher Drummond seconded themotion.  With no further business, the committee meeting adjourned at 5:15pm.
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