Minutes from Partners in Policymaking 

Advisory Committee 

Conference call 10/29/07 11:00 a.m.
I. Committee members present; Debbie Hannifan – PIP Coordinator, Terry Millican, Nila Benito, and Karen Clay. Enrique Escallon and Chris Drummand were not present.
II. Debbie updated the committee on how well things were going with the program, this years’ group of participants, and the excellent caliber of speakers.
III. Debbie discussed the upcoming Legislative session to be held in Tallahassee on December 13, 14 & 15. The committee discussed the line up of speakers. Bobby Silverstein is tentatively lined up to present on Thursday, December 13th. Nila strongly recommended that we definitely use him despite his high speaker fee. Debbie will e-mail for approval from Executive Committee to cover speaker fee. Karen recommended that we possibly have Sandy Murman former Speaker Tempro of the House of Representatives do a presentation on Legislative Advocacy. Debbie will contact Sandy Murman. Debbie asked the committee to attend the Mock Testimony Exercise scheduled for Friday, December 14 at the capital. Nila advised we should ask Margaret what time would be best for legislators and their staff to attend; morning or afternoon. Debbie also recommended that possibly we have PIP graduates attend (2 or 3) who are involved in legislative systems change but whom are not on the council. Nila advised that we could keep that in mind to identify those people, but overall there are very few out there that are not on the council involved in legislative advocacy.
IV. That discussion led us to the PIP Graduate Program. Debbie advised that in compiling the graduate update forms that she had received from Cindy, most were received over 4 years ago. There is a short list of names we received from Family Café with up dated contact info, but for the most part the process of searching for graduates among the state will have to start over with a new initiative. Nila suggested we put out an alert using the FDDC listserv, and to contact other agencies with massive list serve contacts such as FAAST and Family Café asking each to have PIP Graduates send their most current contact information. Debbie advised that this really identifies the need to have PIP page on the FDDC website as well as a live response form for graduate update and PIP application. Debbie asked if they were any closer to hiring a Communications Director and Nila advised that they haven’t been able to fill the position. There are several people of interest but the position has not been filled. However, Nila suggested that I contact Debra because they have contracted with a Media Group called The Kid Group and that they should be able to lend some assistance to the PIP program. Debbie will e-mail Debra.
V. Debbie asked the committee to elaborate a bit about what they would like to see the PIP Graduate Summit look like that she will be planning for the spring. Terry advised that she would like for it to be a working event that serves a purpose. She feels that graduates should have to apply to participant similar to the Inclusion Summit. It should not only be a means of a social reunion to catch up with friends. Nila advised that a choosing a key note speaker may be good after knowing what kind of graduates apply to attend. The committee discussed that graduates from the program usually fall into 3 categories. They are either affiliated with the Council and are very involved, or they are not actively advocating because they are too busy with family concerns, lazy or that they have always lacked the confidence. Once we are able to identify the graduates we can survey the group, have them apply to be a part of the graduate summit and begin planning the event. Debbie advised that it is in her contract to hold a summit within the year and would like to plan for May. The Committee advised that they felt that could be accomplished.
VI. Debbie briefly discussed that she hopes to work on the PIP brochure and application re-design in the next month and get the committee’s feedback by the first of the year. There are no brochures left and 1 box of applications remain. 
VII. Debbie advised that she has already received inquires into next year’s PIP program. She surveyed the committee and determined Tampa to be a great choice for the program. 

VIII. Debbie advised that she will be attending the quarterly council meeting in December in Jacksonville and she looks forward to meeting with the committee if time permits.
IX. Meeting adjourned 11:53 p.m.
