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Florida Developmental Disabilities Council, Inc.
EMPLOYMENT Task Force 
Meeting Minutes

August 3, 2007
Members Present:
J B Black

Terri Millican

Ann Smith

Betsy Farmer
Pam Hinterlong

Cynthia Byrd

Tina Philips

Nancy Hanisch

Staff Present:

Vanda Bowman

Allison Cruz-Mitchell

Antionette Williams
Guest Present:

Judy Langley

Elizabeth Jennings

Gay Williams

Quorum was established and Ann Smith called the meeting to order at approximately 8:45 a.m.  The minutes were reviewed with the following changes.  
1. Page 1 * Change name spellings from Cynthia Bird to Cynthia Byrd and Tina Philips to Tina Philips
2. Page 4 * 2nd Paragraph delete developmental
MOTION:
Pam Hinterlong motioned to approve the minutes with requested changes.  Nancy Hanisch seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
PRESENTATIONS
Florida County Government Employment Initiative Project

Judy Langley gave a presentation on the Florida County Government Employment Initiative Project.  The following comments were made:

1. Task Force members felt that people first language should be used

2. Task Force wanted to assure that their were options to disclose for revisions

3. Task Force questioned whether research on school systems had been done relating to employment

4. Terri Millican requested that they go back and review the school system and their hiring practices for persons with disabilities

5. Pam Hinterlong requested that the Task Force consider an amendment to this contract.  


Much discussion took place and Antionette Williams will report back to them.
6. Task Force members felt that excuses were made as to original intention of grant and they felt 
that some creativity should have been used to find employment for persons with Developmental Disabilities
7. Task Force felt that creativity should have been used for efforts regarding the hiring freeze; OPS is another alternative; Deliverable will not be met based on evidence and presentation
8. Steering Committee knew that there was going to be concerns and hesitations with this contract
MOTION:
Pam Hinterlong moved that the research data be used for other current projects.  Additionally, the 2nd deliverable has not been submitted therefore the Task requests that the final deliverable include recommendations for the county.  Also due to unforeseen circumstances and the hiring freeze, the contract would be terminated.  Letters would be sent to notify that the research data would be used for all counties.  Motion seconded by Tina Philips.  Motion Carried.
Terri Millican asked why were we paying consultants to notify us of barriers that are already known?  Tina Philips also recommended that the Disability Awareness Training be delivered to HR departments along with employment video.
In addition to the above comments, Betsy Farmer requested that we ask for the contact summary of all counties contacted and that discussions be included in 2nd deliverable. They have been asked to pick key components to be included in 2nd find deliverable and not just include numbers.  The 2nd deliverable should be submitted 30 days from date of letter.

Task Force suggested that an RFP be created and the qualifications and specifications be included with final approvals from the Council and the Task Force.
Asset Development
See power point Presentation slide (attached)
It was suggested that monies be given to five persons with DD and get IDA (Individual Development Account), taking money for Earned Income, if it is matched.
Budget

Allison Cruz-Mitchell reviewed the budget and stated that funds have been expanded for projects.  This will impact all Task Forces.  Therefore each Task Force has been asked to prioritize projects for implementation.  There are currently no funds in Reserve for assessments of work performed from Florida Employment Initiative Project.  Funds will depend upon payment of 1st Deliverable. Each Task Force will receive a budget report sheet detailing the budget for the Task Forces and the monies in reserve travel, etc.

Antoinette Williams asked Task Force to discuss budget and any concerns from Legislative Session.
The Task Force was going to ask Lisa Taylor the 2006 expenditures for comparison to Dave Guido’s for confirmation of travel.
MOTION:
Pam Hinterlong motioned to get information from Dave Guido and that the project will be handled differently using technical assistance and technology.  A proposal will be created on the above.  Motion was seconded by Betsy Farmer.
MOTION:
Nancy Hanisch motioned to approve Travel with recommended changes.  Motion was seconded by Cynthia Byrd.  A proposal will be created on the above.  Motion was seconded by Betsy Farmer.  Friendly Amendment: Include funding for Employment First Workshop.
Project Updates

1. Transition website
Contract ended 7/31

Contract was amended
Continuation will begin in August
2. Community Employment Video
Film will began on 6/11/07

3. Project Search
Nancy Hanisch attended 3-day conference.  She reported that the conference was very knowledgeable.

4. Project Search
Contract is in negotiation; Contract should be approved and in action very soon.

5. Supported Employment Payment Study
Issues have been in receiving Deliverables in timely manner for review for monitors. 
Legislative Priorities
The following changes were made to the Priorities


Priority 1* No change


Priority 2* The word “Certification” was removed


Priority 3* No change


Priority 4* No change


Priority 5* Add the words “and Asset development” after the word incentives


Priority 5* Add a “s” to program


Priority 5* Delete remaining words after programs.


Priority 6* (Antionette I need assistance with this one)

The Governor will ask all State Agencies to appoint on disabilities to do reporting.

Conference Call Schedule
SCIETT Project * 8/21/07 * 10:00 a.m.
Mid Mtg * 9/10/07 *10:00 a.m.
Project Monitors
Farris v/s DCF – Tina Philips and JB Black(Primary)
Kickoff for Disability Awareness Month.
Betsy Farmer wants to kick off the FDDC Initiative by inviting Governor Crist, who will already be in Brevard County to the site for the kickoff.  The Task Forces stated that we need to wait until the sites are selected and also get approval of Council.
Meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.  
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