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\ Protecting Florida’s Children \5 :
- Stop Seclusion Rooms
- End Manual Restraint
- Keep Parents Informed
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Mission of the Florida Developmental Disabilities Council

2010 Council Members

Susan Gold - Dade County - Chair
Jacquelyn Needelman - Dade County- Vice-Chair
Enrique Escallon - Dade County- 7reasurer
Ronni Bianco - Dade County
Jim DeBeaugrine - Agency for Persons with Disabilities
Chris Drummond - Seminole County
Kathy Henderson - Sarasota County
Steve Howells - Leon County
Shirley Kervin - Department of Elder Affairs
Beth Kidder - Agency for Health Care Administration - Medicaid Program Development
Bambi Lockman - Department of Education - Exceptional Education & Student Services
Amber Luke - Sarasota County
Karmel McCarthy - Broward County
Judy Owen - Pinellas County
William Palmer - Department of Education - Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
Susan Redmon - Gadsden County
Phyllis Sloyer - Department of Health - Children's Medical Services
Ann Smith - Santa Rosa County
Michael Smith - Escambia County
Phil Stevens - Polk County
Casey Stewart - Broward County
Renee Valletutti - Brevard County
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Scenes from the NACDD Annual Conference Orlando Florida, September 26 -28, 2010
Hosted by
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi,

North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee

A good time was had by all!
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Partners in Policymaking (PIP) graduated 25 advocates in November, 2010. Included were six self-
advocates and 19 family members. PIP is a leadership and advocacy training program sponsored by the
Council that teaches selfadvocates and family members how to become community leaders and obtain
the best available services for themselves and others.

PIP graduates participate in many Council activities, including conducting workshops at state-wide confer-
ences for individuals with disabilities and their families, developing grassroots advocacy organizations and
setting up programs in their communities that benefit the lives of individuals with developmental disabili-
ties.

Participants generally attend a series of two-day training sessions over a year, covering a variety of topics
on disability policy and practice, including disability history, early intervention, public education services,
adult services, and family support.

The Able Trust, in partnership with the Council and other public and private sponsors, brought to-
gether 50 high school students who patrticipated in four days of leadership training during 2010
Youth Leadership Forum. Of this number, 21 had developmental disabilities. The is an annual
conference for high school juniors and seniors with a variety of disabilities. Attendees learn about
community and academic resources, disability history, career options and personal leadership. Stu-
dents also have plenty of time to socialize, which allows them to network, learn from each other
and build friendships that will last a lifetime.

T he Co ®elfeAddodacy initiative is designed to increase the self-advocacy skillsand abilities of
Floridians with developmental disabilities. Through Council efforts, self-advocates have formed ten inde-
pendent groups statewide. They meet monthly to plan and implement advocacy programs, social activi-
ties and fundraising initiatives.

In March, 2010, representatives from several self-advocacy groups came to Tallahassee and partici-
pated in Developmental Disabilities Awareness Day. One self advocate, who received the first ever

Idelio Valdes Leadership and Advocacy Award , Spoke at the Developmental Disabilities Day press
conference and was later interviewed by the press, along with several other self-advocates. Later, they
met with | egislators to discuss the Council 6s | egi s



