


ñTo  advocate and promote meaningful participation in all aspects of life for  

Floridians with developmental disabilities. ñ 

Mission of the Florida Developmental Disabilities Council  

 

The Florida Developmental Disabilities Council, Inc.   is a non-profit organization that receives federal assistance from the Department of 
Health and Human Services,  Administration on Developmental Disabilities.   

The Florida Developmental Disabilities Council (FDDC) is committed to advocating and promoting programs, practices and innova tive 
initiatives that enhance the independence, productivity, inclusion and self -determination of individuals with developmental disa bilities 
in all aspects of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



March 2011 
Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  Sun                Mon  

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

 Florida Developmental Disabilities Council, Inc.   

124 Marriott Dr., Suite 203  
Tallahassee, FL  32301 -2981  

Phone: (850) 488 -4180   TDD Toll Free: (888) 488 -8633  
Toll Free: (800) 580 -7801  Fax: (850) 922 -6702  

E-Mail: admin@fddc.org   www.fddc.org  



Council Members 
Susan Gold, Ed D.  - University of Miami, The Mailman Center - Chair  

Jacquelyn Needelman  - Miami -Dade County - Vice-Chair  

Ronni Bianco  - Miami -Dade County 

Jim DeBeaugrine  - Agency for Persons with Disabilities 

Chris Drummond  - Seminole County  - Member-at-Large 

Enrique Escallon  - Miami -Dade County - Treasurer 

Kathy Henderson  - Sarasota County - Member-at-Large  

Steve Howells  - Florida Alliance for Assistive Services & Technology 

Shirley Kervin  - Department of Elder Affairs  

Beth Kidder  - Agency for Health Care Administration - Medicaid Program 

Development 

Bambi Lockman  - Department of Education - Exceptional Education &  

Student Services 

Amber Luke, Ed D.  - Sarasota County 

Karmel McCarthy  - Broward County 

Judy Owen  - Pinellas County  

William Palmer  - Department of Education - Division of Vocational  

Rehabilitation  

Susan Redmon  - Gadsden County 

Phyllis Sloyer, Ph.D.  - Department of Health - Children's Medical Services 

Ann Smith  - Santa Rosa County 

Michael Smith  - Escambia County 

Phil Stevens, Ph.D., PE  - Polk County 

Casey Stewart  - Broward County 

Renee Valletutti  - Brevard County 

 

FDDC Staff 
Debra Dowds - Executive Director 

Vanda Bowman -  Staff Assistant 

Mike Capps  - Program Manager - Employment  

Rose Coster -  Communication Coordinator  

Allison Cruz -Mitchell  - Deputy Director of  

Programs 

Misty Grimm -  Finance Assistant 

Dennie Hill -  Special Projects Manager 

Margaret Hooper - Public Policy Coordinator  

April Katine -  Program Manager - Education  

Bonnie Newsome  -  Staff  Assistant 

Shanette Peters -  Staff  Assistant 

Cindy Tan  - Special Projects Manager 

Lisa Taylor - Chief Financial Officer  

Carolyn Williams - Staff Assistant 

Latarsha Williams - Program Manager -  

Community Living  

 



Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

30       

 Florida Developmental Disabilities Council, Inc.   

124 Marriott Dr., Suite 203  
Tallahassee, FL  32301 -2981  

Phone: (850) 488 -4180   TDD Toll Free: (888) 488 -8633  
Toll Free: (800) 580 -7801  Fax: (850) 922 -6702  

E-Mail: admin@fddc.org   www.fddc.org  

April 2011 



Leadership Development 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partners in Policymaking  graduated 23  advocates in November, 2009.    Partners in Policymaking 
(PIP)  is a leadership and advocacy training program sponsored by the Council that teaches self-advocates 
and family members how to be community leaders and obtain the best available services for themselves 
and others.  
 
Participants generally attend a series of two-day training  sessions over a year,. Sessions  cover a variety of 
topics on disability policy and practice, including disability history, early intervention, public education 
services, adult services, and family support.  
 
During 2008, the Council supported the training of  23 individuals in the PIP program, two of whom were 
self-advocates.   PIP graduates participate in many Council activities, including conducting workshops at 
state-wide conferences for individuals with disabilities and their families, and developing grassroots advo-
cacy organizations.  

The Youth Leadership Forum , now in its tenth year, is an annual conference for high school 
juniors and seniors with a variety of disabilities. Attendees learn about community and academic 
resources, disability history, career options and personal leadership. Students also have plenty of 
time to socialize, which allows them to network, learn from each other and build friendships that 
will last a lifetime.  

The Able Trust in partnership with the Florida Developmental Disabilities Council  and other pub-
lic and private sponsors, brought together 50 high school students who participated in four days of 
leadership training.  Of this number, more than half (28) had developmental disabilities. An addi-
tional twenty -two (22) students were selected from last yearôs first-time delegates to return as jun-
ior staffers. Sixteen (16) of these students had developmental disabilities. 

More than twenty mentors participated in this yearôs career fair, representing thirteen different 
vocations ranging from Arts & Entertainment to Sports & Recreation.  

Self -Advocates  

The Council's effort to support self-advocacy education and leadership skill development grew during 
the second year of the self-advocacy initiative.  There was a statewide leadership meeting of the 8 exist-
ing groups and each group received a $1,000 grant  to support them for up to 18 months.   

In  March, 2009, several self-advocates came to Tallahassee for Developmental Disabilities  Awareness 
Day.  One selfïadvocate spoke at the press conference, several were interviewed by the media, and  
many  met with legislators to discuss the  Councilôs legislative priorities.    
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Community Partnerships    
The Council has partnered with many other advocacy groups, including  The  Governorôs Commission on  Disabilities,  Volunteer 

Florida , The Governor's Task Force on Autism , and  The Partnership for Work ,  to improve the quality of life for individuals  with 

developmental disabilities and their families.   
 

Working to strengthen community partnerships, the Council  awarded a grant to The  Infants and Young Children of West Central 

Florida, Inc., to offer a series of  trainings to parents and providers to increase their knowledge and skills and to enhance the development 

and quality of life for infants and young children with special needs.    

 

The Council also participated in two state-wide workgroups, one to improve outcomes for young children and the second to improve inclusion 

of children with disabilities in child care.  

 

Focusing on support to low-income, minority and individuals living in rural areas, the Council provided financial assistance to individuals  

with developmental disabilities and their families to attend conferences and  trainings where they learned more about disabil ity  issues and ad-

vocacy.  

 

                                                                                                   

 

 

The Council  provided part of the funding for a state-wide conference sponsored by the                                                                             

Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida, Inc.  

The two-day conference included state-of-the-art information and best practices for  

children and adults with Down Syndrome, their families and those who serve them.  

The Conference included a series of  workshops  covering  such subjects as Health Needs, 

Case Management and Management of Resources, a Best Practices Symposium on Com-

munity Inclusion, a Policy Development Symposium, and  several workshops for  young 

adults with  Down Syndrome.  
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Health Initiatives  
The large number of youth and young adults with disabilities transitioning from pediatric to adult health care is a relativel y new phenomenon. 

Due to advances in technology, we are witnessing dramatic increases in survival rates among children with serious conditions and diseases. 

For example, in the 1970s, less than 30% of children born with spina bifida reached age 20. Today, more than 80% reach adulthood.   

Despite our understanding about the importance of a smooth, uninterrupted ñhand-offò from pediatric to adult care, research suggests there 

has been little investment in service systems that  meet the needs of these emerging adults. According to the 2005/2006 National Survey of 

Children with Special Health Care Needs, only 41% of youth with special health care needs in the U.S. receive the services they need for transi-

tion to adult health care, work, and independence. In Florida, the news is even worse: less than 34% receive needed services statewide, and 

only 16% of those in rural areas receive services. 

In response to this emerging need, the Council initiated a Health Care Transition Strategic Planning Initiative.  Simultaneou sly, Florida advo-

cates initiated a call to action during the 2008 legislative session, which established a statewide Task Force to assess the need for health care 

transition services, develop strategies to ensure successful transition from pediatric to adult health care, and identify existi ng and potential 

funding sources.  

 

Through a collaboration between  the Florida Department of Health, Childrenôs Medical Services (CMS), and  the Florida Developmental Dis-

abilities Council, a 35-member Task Force met from August to December 2008 via teleconference and face-to-face meetings to develop and 

submit their report to Governor Crist and the Legislature. The result was the task force report:  ñEnsuring Successful Transition from Pediatric 

to Adult Health Care,ò  which outlined 16 recommendations to build a comprehensive system of care for the estimated 500,000 young people 

ages 12-24 with disabilities or chronic health conditions living in Florida.  

Key recommendations from the Task Force are to establish a State Office of Health Care Transition within Childrenôs Medical Services that 

guides and supports regional public/private coalitions; develop educational programs and materials for youth and their famili es to help them 

prepare for health care transition; provide training for health care and education professionals; and advocate for adequate financing of health 

care services.  During 2010, the Council will be funding efforts to implement the recommendations of this report.  
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  Inclusive Recreation  
The Florida Disabled Outdoors Association (FDOA), through a grant from the Council, is providing training to recreation provi ders regarding 

the benefits of inclusion.  Staff from the City of Tallahassee Parks and Recreation Department  and the Capital Region YMCA has attended the 

training.  The program includes resources of inclusive recreation adaptive devices, disability awareness activities, and the benefits of recrea-

tion.  

 

Through the grant the Council also provided funds for the FDOA to purchase an accessible ramp which was installed at the Tallahassee YMCA 

pool during the Summer of 2009, which allows individuals with disabilities who use a wheelchair or other mobility device, eld erly individuals, 

and others to access  the pool. 
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Transportation  
 

 

 

Community transportation services can meet a wide range of needs for persons with dis-

abilities, allowing them to participate fully in their communities and do everyday things 

such as go to work, go shopping, visit friends, attend church or go to doctor appoint-

ments.  

To provide individuals with disabilities with  more information about transportation  

services in Florida, the Council contracted for the development of a user-friendly trans-

portation guide for persons with developmental disabilities and their families.  

 ñLetôs Go!ò  lists available transportation options for each of Floridaôs 67 counties as 

well as  general information about federal and state transportation programs that serve 

individuals with disabilities.  The guide also provides examples of how to go about plan-

ning a trip on public transportation,  as well as information about the local special needs 

registry, which assists individuals with disabilities with emergency - preparedness trans-

portation planning.  

This guide was prepared to make it easier to find transportation programs that address 

specific needs.  It provides county-by-county transportation information, including spe-

cific services available in each county, as well as contact information for the various 

agencies that manage transportation services in Florida.  

The guide is also available on disc and will be translated into Spanish. 
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Legislative Advocacy 

Developmental Disabilities Awareness Day  

 

During the 2009 Legislative Session, over 300 consumers and families attended   

Developmental Disabilities Awareness Day.  Highlights included  a press  

conference,  exhibits, visits with legislators and advocacy training.    

 

Many self-advocates,  advocates, and  Council  Members and staff  met with 

lawmakers to educate them on key issues,  and bills  related to the Councilôs  

legislative platform.   

 

 

       

Consortium  

During 2009,  the Florida Developmental Disabilities Council brought  together  a group of self -advocates, 
state agencies, associations, advocacy groups, providers, family members  and other stakeholder groups 
known as the Disabilities Consortium .   

This group met  to  share their legislative priorities and work together on common legislative issues and goals, 
including  the state budget and finding alternative revenue sources to help plug the massive holes in Floridaôs 
budget. 
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Project Discover  focuses on career preparation at the school district level to 

train educators on vocational assessments to discover the interests, skills and work 

values of students with developmental disabilities.   

 Project Discover trained  educators on a new model for vocational assessment, 

supported students to reach their  employment goals, provided employment train-

ing to 38 teachers, school district personnel and supported employment coaches 

that resulted in 32 employers providing career experience works sites for the par-

ticipating students.  

 

Work is also being done on developing a Discovery Resource Guide. The guide will 

provide educators guidance on how Project Discover  has unfolded, as well as how 

Project Discover can be implemented in other school districts.  

 

 

IDEA Workshops, sponsored by the  Council, brought noted lawyer and author 

Peter Wright to Florida to present his Wrightslaw Special Education and Advocacy 

workshops.   

 

During the four statewide workshops, over 600 individuals were trained in how to 

advocate for better services for persons with developmental disabilities who are in 

the stateôs school system.  Those trained  included self-advocates, parents/

guardians, school district personnel, attorneys  and others . 

Education  



Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

November 2011 

 Florida Developmental Disabilities Council, Inc.   

124 Marriott Dr., Suite 203  
Tallahassee, FL  32301 -2981  

Phone: (850) 488 -4180   TDD Toll Free: (888) 488 -8633  
Toll Free: (800) 580 -7801  Fax: (850) 922 -6702  

E-Mail: admin@fddc.org   www.fddc.org  



 

Public Awareness 
The Council  makes every effort to attend conferences, workshops and social events in an effort to raise pubic awareness of the 

Council.  During 2009, staff  conducted workshops at the 2009 Family Café and took part in the Down Syndrome Association of 

Tallahasseeôs 2009 Buddy Walk.  
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buddy Walk 

Council Website  
The Council website and list serve reach thousands of  individuals with information on the work of the 

Council, including legislative activity and other information of interest to the developmentally  disabled 

community.  The Council  website lists dozens of publications and links to other websites where interested 

persons  can learn more about developmental disabilities.  

 

 During 2009,  over 51,000 individuals visited the Councilôs website. Council staff distributed over 10,000 

copies of various Council publications at conferences and exhibits, and in response to written and tele-

phonic requests.   


