FLO R I D A D E V E LO P M E N TA L
D I S A B I LI TI E S C O U N C I L

OUR MISSION:

TO ADVOCATE AND

OUR PURPOSE
We are committed to advocating and
promoting programs, practices and
innovative initiatives that enhance the

PROMOTE
meaningful participation
in all aspects of life for

FLORIDIANS WITH

DEVELOPMENTAL

and self-determination of individuals

DISABILITIES

with developmental disabilities in all

FLORIDA DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COUNCIL

independence, productivity, inclusion

aspects of life.
The Florida Developmental Disabilities Council,
Inc. (FDDC) is a 501(c)(3) state-wide not for profit
organization federally mandated to improve the
lives of persons with intellectual
and developmental disabilities.
Established in 1971, FDDC has positively impacted
programs and policies throughout state and local
governments resulting in sustainable services for
thousands of Floridians.

124 Marriott Drive, Suite 203
Tallahassee, Florida 32301-2981

(850) 488-4180 or (800) 580-7801

Fax: (850) 922-6702

admin@FDDC.org

www.FDDC.org

Donations are tax deductible
to the extent allowed by law.
#CH7308

I M P O R TANT FAC TS

ABOUT OUR COUNCIL

I M PAC T O F

FDDC DOLLARS

The Florida Developmental Disabilities
Council (FDDC) has a 46 year history of
leveraging up to $3.6 million federally

appropriated dollars annually through
the Developmental Disabilities Act to
influence policy and create sustainable
services and solutions for children and
adults with developmental disabilities
and their families.

PROGRAMS

We are the granting agent for

Project SEARCH

research-based, innovative, sustainable

Help Me Grow Florida

solutions that address the critical
needs and priorities of individuals with
developmental disabilities and their
families. The FDDC continues to impact
the delivery of services in areas such as
education, employment, transportation,
and long term supports.
We are the only funded independent
entity in Florida with the authority to
facilitate collaborative partnerships
among all state agencies, universities
and disability organizations. Our
purpose is to change policy and create
sustainable services that positively
impact the lives of children and adults
with developmental disabilities and
their families.

Urban Transportation
Voucher Project
Counties with two
or more of the
above projects

Project SEARCH, is a national high school
transition model
that requires collaboration
MOLECULAR
among businesses,
schools,CORE
state agencies
GENETICS
and provider organizations and is based on a
seamless combination of classroom instruction,
career exploration, and hands-on training
through work-site rotation internships. Since
2007, FDDC’s dollars have facilitated Florida’s
ability to grow from five to 26 active projects,
with 15 new projects in 20 additional counties
currently under development. Approximately
80% of all participants complete the program,
with an average of 60% of program graduates
becoming successfully employed.
Help Me Grow Florida, was entrusted to the
FDDC by Governor Rick Scott to fund and
expand the national model to Florida. The 2 year
initiative identified and served 2,500 children
at risk for developmental, behavioral, and/or
learning challenges. The initiative grew from two
to 11 established screening sites within 2-1-1 call
centers serving 27 counties. The FDDC facilitated
long-term funding and sustainability through a
Florida-based state-wide service organization,
the Children’s Forum.
Employment First Florida, is the FDDC’s
sustainable systems change approach to
employing persons with disabilities. Since 2011
our initiative has served as the catalyst to lead
and engage nine key Florida agencies and
organizations to prioritize employment for
persons with disabilities. To date, data reflects
an 18% increase in employment outcomes and
27,036 persons with developmental disabilities
in supported or competitive employment.
Urban Transportation Voucher Project, is cofunded through the FDDC and Department of
Transportation and was developed to streamline
access to and cut costs for transportation for
persons with disabilities. In just 1 year the urban
pilot project improved on-time performance,
provided 24-hour service with greater access to
wheelchair users and resulted in cost savings for
Florida’s Hillsborough county community of over
$550,000 or 56% of original costs.

