
 

 

 

 

Susan Gold  Ed. D -  Miami -Dade 

 County    Chair  

Jacquelyn  Needelman -  Miami -Dade 

 County    Vice -Chair  

Steve Howells - Leon County -  

 Treasurer  

Ronnie Bianco - Miami -Dade County  

Jim DeBeaugrine - Agency for  

 Persons with Disabilities  

Chris Drummond - Seminole County  

Enrique Escallon ðMiami -Dade County  

Betsy Farmer - Brevard County  

Kathleen Henderson -  Sarasota  

 County  

Karyn Kander - Orange County  

Shirley Kervin - Department of  

 Elder Affairs  

Beth Kidder - Agency for Health 

 Care Administration  

Bambi Lockman - Department of 

 Education  

Amber Luke, Ed.D. - Sarasota County  

Karmel McCarthy - Broward County  

Judy Owen - Pinellas County  

William Palmer - Division of  

 Vocational Rehabilitation  

Susan Redmon - Gadsden County  

Phyllis Sloyer, Ph.D. -  

 Department of  Health  

Ann Smith -  Santa Rosa County  

Ernest J. Smith - Leon County  

Michael Smith -  Escambia County  

Phil Stevens, Ph.D., PE - Polk County  

Casey Stewart -  Broward County  

Marc Tasse, Ph.D. -  USF/Florida 

 Center for Inclusive  

 Communities  

Idelio Valdes -  Miami -Dade County  

Renee Valletutti -  Brevard County  

David Wood, M.D., MPH -  

 Duval County  
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Contact The Council  
 

Florida Developmental  

Disabilities Council, Inc.  

124 Marriot Drive, Suite 203  

Tallahassee, Florida 32301 -2981  

Phone: 850 -488 -4180  

Toll Free: 800 -580 -7801  

TDD Toll Free: 888 -488 -8633  

Fax: 850 -922 -6702  

E-mail: admin@fddc.org  

Website: www.fddc.org  
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This publication was sponsored by the 
United States Department of Health and 

Human Services,   
Administration on Developmental  

Disabilities  
and the Florida Developmental  

Disabilities Council, Inc.  

Michael Smith, Council Member and  
 Self-Advocate 



The Florida Developmental Disabilities Council, Inc. 

Who We Are 
 

The mission of the Florida Develop-
mental Disabilities Council is to advo-
cate and promote meaningful partici-
pation in all aspects of life for Floridi-
ans with developmental disabilities.   
 
The Council is made up of 29  mem-
bers appointed by the Governor, in-
cluding  individuals with developmen-
tal disabilities, family members, state 
agency staff and other interested indi-
viduals. 
 
A developmental disability is a life -
long  condition that significantly limits 
a person's ability to speak, hear, see, 
walk, learn, or perform fundamental 
tasks involved in providing self -care, 
living independently, or earning a liv-
ing. Many people with developmental 
disabilities have  more than one dis-
ability which may be intellectual or 
emotional in nature.  
 
Because their disabilities restrict their 
communication, mobility, and ability 
to take care of themselves, people with 
developmental disabilities may rely on 
assistance from others. To help meet 
these needs, federal, state, and local 
agencies provide health care, voca-
tional training, and service coordina-
tion to people with developmental dis-
abilities and their families. The Devel-
opmental Disabilities Council helps 
coordinate these efforts in Florida.  

Becoming A Member 
 
Are you up to the challenge?  We are looking 
for a few dedicated volunteers to carry out the 
mission of the Council. Serving on the Council 
requires a commitment to attend four Council 
meetings and four task force meetings a year, 
serve on one or more task forces, and pro-
mote and support the mission of the Council 
whenever and wherever possible.    
 
When the Governor appoints individuals to 
serve on the Council, he makes his choices 
from  the following categories:  
 

Individuals with developmental dis-
abilities  
Parents and guardians of children 
with developmental disabilities  
Relatives, parents or guardians of 
adults with a mentally impaired devel-
opmental disability  
Individuals with a mentally impaired 
developmental disability  
Relatives, parents, or guardians of in-
dividuals who reside in, or previously 
resided in, an institution  
Others with experience in the area of 
developmental disabilities  

 
For more information, or to obtain an 
application contact the Council at 
www.fddc.org ,  call 1-800 -580-7801, 
or  call the  Governorôs Appointments 
Office at  850-488-2183. 

 

Council Member  and Self-Advocate Casey 
Stewart (at right), meets with  Representative  

Michael Scionti  (at left) during Developmental 
Disabilities Awareness Day 2008.  

 
Dr. Amber Luke, Council Member and Self-
Advocate,  was named  ñTeacher of Yearò  in 

2008 by the  Sunset Chapter of the  
Council for Exceptional Children .  

http://www.fddc.org/

